THE  TALE  OF   BEOWULF               5

Heorogar; eke Hrothgar, and Halga the good ;
Heard I that Elan queen was she of Ongentheow,
That Scylding of battle, the bed-mate behalsed.

Then was unto Hrothgar the war-speed given,
Such worship of war that his kin and well-wiJlers
Well hearken'd his will till the younglings were

waxen,

A kin-rhost a many.    Then into his mind ran
That he would be building for him now a hall-
house,
That men should be making a mead-hall more

mighty

Than the children of ages had ever heard tell of: 70
And there within eke should he be out-dealing
To young and to old all things God had given,
Save the share of the folk and the life-days of men.
Then heard I that widely the work was a-banning
To kindreds a many the Middle-garth over
To fret o'er that folk-stead. So befell to him timely
Right soon among men that made was it yarely
The most of hall-houses, and Hart its name shap'd

he,

Who wielded his word full widely around.
His behest he belied not;  it was he^dealt the
rings,                                                                so

The wealth at the high-tide.    Then up rose the
hall-house,